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Disease Models & Mechanisms in 2016: a publisher’s brief
perspective
Rachel Hackett*

“Journals do more than publish collections of research articles and
reviews; they also create community, influence standards for
community behavior and ‘provoke progress’ in a particular field” –

Vivian Siegel, Founding Editor-in-Chief at DMM.

In 2008, then Disease Models & Mechanisms (DMM) Editor-in-
Chief Vivian Siegel likened launching the journal to raising a child
(Siegel, 2008). Five years later, Vivian described how she was
letting go of the reins, transferring editorial responsibilities to a new
team of expert researchers perfectly matched to DMM’s remit of
publishing high-quality research that describes the use of model
organisms to understand, diagnose and treat human disease (Siegel,
2013). This team of academic editors was to be led by Ross Cagan as
Editor-in-Chief, with Monica Justice and George Tidmarsh as
Senior Editors.
When this new editorial team was established, it was done sowith

the intention that the Editor-in-Chief role would rotate. So, as of
1 January 2016, Monica Justice became Editor-in-Chief, with Ross
Cagan stepping into the Senior Editor role. Ross and Monica will
continue to work together – in collaboration with the publishing
team in Cambridge, UK and the dedicated team of Monitoring
Editors (Box 1) – to build on the successes the journal has seen
under Ross’s leadership over the past 3 years.
The new team was charged with guiding the journal to become a

platform for research that bridges the gap between basic biological
insights and drug discovery and development. To this end, the
team has taken efforts to ensure that high standards for translational
impact are enforced while implementing fair and transparent
editorial practices, and continuing to engage and inform readers
with a diverse ‘front section’ comprising timely reviews,
interviews and educational poster articles. Their vision for the
journal – roughly summarised as helping it to become the ‘go-to’
journal for research using disease models (Cagan et al., 2013) – has
started to become a reality.
We have seen the number of submissions to DMM double,

leading to a move to monthly rather than bimonthly publication.
DMM articles were accessed over 1 million times in 2015. We have
introduced special subject collections, covering both disease areas,
such as cancer and metabolic disorders, and the translational impact
of model systems, such as zebrafish, model systems in drug
discovery and, coming up in 2016, Drosophila and rat. The Impact
Factor and other journal- and article-level metrics are more than
respectable. Importantly, we have focused on maintaining high

standards for the quality of articles that we publish. The work must
of course be sound, but it must also give significant new insights
into the mechanisms, diagnosis and/or treatment of disease using
model systems. We encourage authors to develop their studies
beyond descriptive work, such as the characterisation of a model
system without a demonstration of its utility, so that the work we
publish will have a strong translational impact. DMM also plays a
crucial role in promoting standards for reproducibility and proper
reporting to ensure that the use of model organisms advances
translational research in the most efficient and effective way (Siegel,
2011; Matosin et al., 2014; Justice and Dhillon, 2016).

Ross is still very much involved in the running of the journal with
Monica [read their absorbing A Model for Life interviews to find out
more about them (Justice, 2013; Cagan, 2013)]. DMM’s team of
Editors has always worked very collaboratively and this will, of
course, continue. Ross will also be kept busy organising a Company
of Biologists’workshop later this year – on Rethinking Cancer (http://
www.biologists.com/workshops/rethinking-cancer-november-2016/).
DMMwill be there, sharing the highlights and commissioning timely
articles from leading experts. We will also be attending the Allied
GSAmeeting in Florida in July 2016 (http://www.genetics2016.org/),
in line with our goal to support collaboration across the different
disciplines and model communities.

The need for the broad scientific community of disease
researchers and clinicians to communicate effectively remains.
DMM has and will continue to strive to achieve this and improve
the translation of basic research to the clinic. None of this would be
possible without the many researchers who have submitted to and
published in DMM, and the journal Editors, Editorial Board
members and staff. Their names are public knowledge, but those of
our reviewers are not. Many journals are undertaking experiments
to improve or refine the peer review process, as well as holding

Box 1. DMM Editor team 2016
Editor-in-Chief

Monica J. Justice [The Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids), Toronto,
Canada]

Senior Editor

Ross Cagan (Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, NY, USA)

Monitoring Editors

Steven J. Clapcote (University of Leeds, UK)

Pamela Hoodless (BC Cancer Agency, Vancouver, Canada)

Tatsushi Igaki (Kyoto University, Japan)

Elaine Mardis (Genome Institute at Washington University School of
Medicine, MO, USA)

E. Elizabeth Patton (MRC Institute of Genetics and Molecular Medicine,
Edinburgh, UK)

Owen Sansom (Beatson Institute for Cancer Research, Glasgow, UK)

David Tobin (Duke University School of Medicine, Durham, NC, USA)
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conversations about how to best reward and recognise the vital
work done by so many. We take a small step in this direction by
publishing the names of all those who completed a review for
DMM during 2015, with our sincere thanks for their expertise and
for managing to fit one more task into their already busy schedules
(Table S1).

Competing interests
The authors declare no competing or financial interests.

Supplementary information
Supplementary information available online at
http://dmm.biologists.org/lookup/suppl/doi:10.1242/dmm.024620/-/DC1
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DMM reviewers (January 2015-December 2015) 

Katriina Aalto-Setälä, University of Tampere, Finland. 

Maurizio Acampa, University of Siena, Italy. 

Jairaj K. Acharya, NCI, NIH, USA. 

Robert Adalbert, The Babraham Institute, Cambridge. UK. 

S. Lee Adamson, Lunenfeld-Tanenbaum Research Institute, Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto, 
Canada.  

Robert Adelstein, NHLBI/NIH, Bethesda, USA.  

Kari Alitalo, Wihuri Research Institute and University of Helsinki, Finland.  

Judith Allen, The University of Edinburgh, UK.   

James Amatruda, UT Southwestern Medical Center, USA.  

Carlos Ambrosio, São Paulo University, Brazil. 

James Amos-Landgraf, University of Missouri, USA.  

Bruce Appel, University of Colorado Denver, USA.  

Hossam M. Ashour, Wayne State University, USA.  

Johan Auwerx, Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne, France.  

Karen Avraham, Tel Aviv University, Israel.   

Michel Bagnat, Duke University, USA.  

Andrei Bakin, Roswell Park Cancer Institute, USA.  

Elisa Bal de Kier-Joffé, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  

Diya Banerjee, Virginia Tech University, USA.  

Thomas Baranski, Washington University, USA.  

Amy Barczak, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA.  

Rebecca Baron, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Boston, USA.  

Petr Bartunek, Institute of Molecular Genetics of the ASCR, Prague, Czech Republic.  

M. Albert Basson, King's College London, UK.  

Alexander Bassuk, University of Iowa, USA.  

John, Bateman, Murdoch Childrens Research Institute, Australia.  

Johannes Bauer, Southern Methodist University, USA.  

Nadhim Bayatti, University of Sheffield, UK.   

Jean-François Beaulieu, Université de Sherbrooke, Canada.  

Catherina Becker, University of Edinburgh, UK.   

Katherine Beebe, University of Utah, USA.  

Richard Behringer, MD Anderson Cancer Center, USA.  

David Beier, University of Washington, USA.  

Hugo Bellen, Baylor College of Medicine, USA.  

Milena Bellin, Leiden University Medical Center, The Netherlands.  
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Gavin Bendle, University of Birmingham, UK.  

Jason Berman, Dalhousie University, Canada.  

André Bernards, Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center, USA. 

Monique, Bernsen, Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, The Netherlands.  

Daniel, Berwick, The Open University, UK.  

Ilya, Bezprozvanny, UT Southwestern Medical Center, USA. 

Mahmood Bhutta, University of Oxford, UK.  

David Bilder, University of California-Berkeley, USA. 

Colin Bingle, The University of Sheffield Medical School, UK.  

Thomas Bird, Universtiy of Edinburgh, UK.  

William R. Bishai, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, USA.  

Robert Bloch, University of Maryland School of Medicine, USA.  

Karen Blyth, The Beatson Institute, Glasgow, UK.  

Sue Bodine, University of California Davis, USA.  

Dirk Bohmann, University of Rochester Medical Center, USA.  

Daniel Bolnick, University of Texas at Austin, USA.  

Helena Boshoff, NIAID, USA.  

Luke Boulter, University of Edinburgh, UK.  

Kelli Boyd, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, USA.  

Paul Bridgman, Washington University School of Medicine, USA.  

Karoline Briegel, University of Miami, USA.  

Brian Brooks, National Eye Institute, NIH, USA.  

John Brumell, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Canada.  

Benoit Bruneau, Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular Disease, USA.  

Valerie Brunton, University of Edinburgh, UK.  

Brant Burkhardt, University of South Florida, USA.  

Caroline Burns, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA.  

Folma Buss, University of Cambridge, UK.  

Dongsheng Cai, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, NY, USA.  

Fiorella Calabrese, University of Padova, Italy.  

Massimiliano Caprio, San Raffaele Pisana-Research Center, Italy.  

Robert Carnahan, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, USA.  

Christian Chabbert, Université Aix-Marseille, France.   

Paulina Chalan, University of Groningen, The Netherlands.  

Rachel Chambers, University College London, UK  

Alex Chang, Stanford University, USA.  

Karen, Chang, University of Southern California, USA.  
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David Chang, Glasgow University, UK.  

Roch-Philippe Charles, University of Bern, Switzerland.  

James K. Chen, Stanford University, USA. 

Ching-Hsien Chen, University of California Davis, USA.  

Yonglong Chen, South University of Science and Technology of China, China.  

David Church, University of Oxford, UK.  

Susanne Clee, University of British Columbia, Canada.  

Hans Clevers, Hubrecht Institute, The Netherlands.  

Pete Clifton, Sussex University, UK.  

Jonathan Cooper, Kings College London, UK.  

John Copland, Mayo Clinic, USA.  

Andrew J. Copp, UCL, UK. 

Stefania Corti, University of Milan, Italy.  

Timothy Cox, University of Washington, USA. 

Roger Cox, Medical Research Council Harwell, UK. 

Rachel Cox, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, USA.  

Suzanne, Craft, Wake Forest School of Medicine, USA.  

Carlo Croce, The Ohio State University, USA.  

Michael Cunningham, University of Washington, USA.  

Ernest Cutz, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, USA.  

Megan Davey, The Roslin Institute - University of Edinburgh, UK.  

William Davies, Cardiff University, UK.   

Clare Davies, University of Birmingham, UK.  

Neta Dean, Stony Brook University, USA.  

Anthony Dear, Monash University, Australia,  

Reno Debets, Erasmus MC Cancer Institute, The Netherlands.  

Binyamin Dekel, Sheba Medical Center, Israel.  

Jean-Maurice Delabar, Université Paris Diderot, France.  

Fabio Demontis, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, USA.  

Evandro De-Souza, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  

Yvan Devaux, Luxembourg Institute of Health, Luxembourg.  

Justin DiAngelo, Penn State Berks, USA.  

Irma Dianzani, Università del Piemonte Orientale, Italy.  

Carlos Dieguez, Universidad Santiago de Compostela, Spain.  

Herman Dierick, Baylor College of Medicine, USA.  

Andras Dinnyes, BioTalentum Ltd, Hungary.  

Ninoslav Djelic, University of Belgrade, Serbia.  
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Julian Dow, University of Glasgow, UK.  

James Dowling, Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Canada.  

Pierre Drapeau, Université de Montréal, Canada.  

Shaojun Du, University of Maryland Biotechnology Institute, USA.   

Mara Duncan, University of Michigan, USA.  

Cory Dunn, Koç University, Turkey.  

Sally Dunwoodie, Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute, Australia.  

Michelle Ehrlich, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, USA.  

David Eisenstat, University of Alberta, Canada.  

Daniel Eitzman, University of Michigan, USA.  

Stephen Ekker, Mayo Clinic, USA.  

Florent, Elefteriou,  Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, USA. 

Phil Elks, University of Sheffield, UK.  

James Ellis, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Canada.  

Steven Ellis, University of Louisville, USA. 

Stone Elworthy, University of Sheffield, UK.  

Christoph Ernst, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA.  

James Ervasti, University of Minnesota, USA.  

James Eubanks, Toronto Western Research Institute, Canada.  

Todd Evans, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA.  

T. M. Fan, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA.  

Zhong-Ze Fang, Center for Cancer Research, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, USA.  

Manolis Fanto, King's College London, UK.  

Steven Farber, Carnegie Institution for Science, USA.  

Henner Farin, Georg-Speyer-Haus, Germany.  

Christian Faul, University of Miami, USA.  

Mel Feany, Harvard Medical School, USA.  

Fabian Feiguin, International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, Italy.  

Zongdi Feng, Nationwide Children's Hospital, USA.  

Anwarul Ferdous, UT Southwestern Medical Center, USA.  

Andy Finch, Edinburgh Cancer Research Centre, UK.   

Stewart Fisher, Broad Institute, USA. 

David Fitzpatrick, University of Edinburgh Western General Hospital, UK.  

Flavia Fontanesi, University of Miami, USA.  

Stuart Forbes, Scottish Centre for Regenerative Medicine, UK.   

Brad Fortune, Devers Eye Institute, USA.  

Paula Fraenkel, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical School, USA.  
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Nikolaos Frangogiannis, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA.  

C. Andrew Frank, University of Iowa, Carver College of Medicine, USA.  

Bernd Fritzsch, University of Iowa, USA. 

Raul Gainetdinov, Italian Institute of Technology, Italy.  

Umberto Galderisi, Second University of Naples, Italy.  

Anna-Rachel Gallagher, Yale University, USA. 

Sam Gandy, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, USA.  

Barry Ganetzky, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA.  

Carmen Garcia-Ruiz, IIBB-CSIC, Spain. 

Junkal Garmendia, CSIC, Spain.  

Bruno Gasnier, University Paris Descartes, France. 

Benoit, Gauthier, CABIMER, Spain.  

Chunxi Ge, University of Michigan, USA.  

Pedro Geraldes, University of Sherbrooke, Canada.  

Glenn Gerhard, Temple University, USA.  

Edward Giniger, NINDS, NIH, USA.  

Inger Gjetsson, Goteborg University, Sweden.  

Wolfram Goessling, Brigham and Women's Hospital, USA.  

Aurora Gómez-Durán, Newcastle University, UK.  

Satoshi Goto, Tokushima University, Japan.  

Cara Gottardi, Northwestern University, USA.  

Joanna Groden, The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer, USA. 

Jeffrey Gross, University of Texas at Austin, USA.  

Andrew Groves, Baylor College of Medicine, USA. 

Carmen Guerra, Cnio, Spain.  

Shermali Gunawardena, The State University of New York at Buffalo, USA.  

Rebekah Gundry, Medical College of Wisconsin, USA.  

Susan Gurley, Duke University, USA.   

Christian Haass, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Munich, Germany. 

David Hackam, Johns Hopkins Children’s Center, USA.  

Chady Hakim, University of Missouri, USA.  

Abdul Hakkim, Massachusetts General Hospital, USA.  

Chris Hall, University of Auckland, New Zealand.  

Xiaonan Han, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, USA.  

Matthew Harris, Harvard Medical School, USA.  

Adrian Harwood, Cardiff University, UK.  

Nicholas Hastie, MRC Human Genetics Unit, UK.  
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Robert Hawkins, Cancer Research UK Manchester Institute, UK.  

Cijiang He, Mount Sinai Hospital, USA.  

Joan Heath, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Australia.  

Lutz Hein, University of Freiburg, Germany.  

Clarissa Henry, University of Maine, USA.  

Michal Hetman, University of Louisville, USA.  

Robert Hider, King's College London, UK.  

Pieter Hiemstra, Leiden University Medical Center, The Netherlands.  

Jan-Peter Hildebrandt, Ernst-Moritz-Arndt-Universität Greifswald, Germany.  

Frank Hirth, King's College London, UK.  

Robert Hoff, University of Rochester Medical Center, USA.  

Eric Hoffman, Children’s National Medical Center, USA.  

Deborah Hogan, Dartmouth Medical School, USA.  

Sevan Hopyan, The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, USA.  

Jeffrey Horowitz, University of Michigan, USA.  

Julia Horsfield, The University of Auckland, New Zealand.  

Corinne Houart, King’s College London, UK.   

Lucile Houyel, Hopital Marie-Lannelongue, Paris, France.  

Marthe Howard, Toledo University, USA.  

Wei Hsu, University of Rochester Medical Center, USA.  

Guang Hu, NIH, USA.   

Dan-Ning Hu, New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, USA.  

Xun Huang, Institute of Genetics & Developmental Biology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
China.  

Joerg Huelsken, ISREC, EPFL, Lausanne, Switzerland.  

Stacey Huppert, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, USA.  

Jae Hur, Harvey Mudd College, USA.  

Adam Hurlstone, University of Manchester, UK. 

Anita Ignatius, University of Ulm, Germany.  

Kaori Ihida-Stansbury, University of Pennsylvania, USA.  

Yuzuru Imai, Juntendo University Graduate School of Medicine, Japan.  

Gareth Inman, University of Dundee, UK.  

Angelo Iulianella, Dalhousie University, Canada.  

Juan Carlos Izpisua Belmonte, Salk Institute, USA.   

Rob Jackson, Tufts University, Sackler School of Graduate Biomedical Sciences, USA.  

Krzysztof Jagla, GReD, France. 

Tatjana Jakobs, Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, USA. 
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Heinrich Jasper, Buck Institute for Research on Aging, USA.  

Shi-Wen (Albert) Jiang, Mercer University School of Medicine, USA.  

John Imig, Medical College of Wisconsin, USA.  

Alexandra Joyner, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, USA.  

Gábor Juhász, Eotvos Lorand University, Hungary.  

Masao Kakoki, UNC School of Medicine, USA.   

Harm Kampinga, University of Groningen, The Netherlands.  

Susan Kandarian, Boston University, USA.  

Mariana Karakashian, University of Kentucky, USA.  

Jason Karpac, Texas A&M Health Science Center, USA.  

Koichi Kawakami, National Institute of Genetics, Japan.  

Fergal Kelleher, Beacon Hospital, Ireland.  

Robert, Kelly, Institut de Biologie du Developpement de Marseille, France.  

Julie Kerns, Institute for Systems Biology, Seattle, USA.  

Un-Kyung Kim, Kyungpook National University, Republic of Korea.  

Carla Kim, Harvard Medical School, USA.  

Eung-Gook Kim, Chungbuk National University College of Medicine, Korea.  

Isabelle King, Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular Disease, USA.  

Gilbert Kinsey, University of Virginia, USA.  

Yasushi Kitaoka, St. Marianna University School of Medicine, Japan.  

Walter Koch, Temple University, USA.  

Dimitrios Kontoyiannis, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, USA.  

Igor Kramnik, Boston University School of Medicine, USA. 

Rob Krams, Imperial College London, UK.  

David Krantz, University of California Los Angeles, USA.  

Paul Kreig, University of Arizona College of Medicine, USA.   

Ashok Kumar, University of Louisville Medical School, USA.  

Takayuki Kuraishi, Keio University, Japan.  

Estee Kurant, Technion – Israel Institute of Technology, Israel.  

Ted Kurtz, UCSF, USA.  

Irina Larina, Baylor College of Medicine, USA.  

Knud Larsen, Aarhus University, Denmark.  

Lionel Larue, Institut Curie, France.  

Nathan Lawson, University of Massachusetts Medical School, USA.  

Mark LeDoux, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, USA.  

Won-Jae Lee, Seoul National University, Korea.  

Jun Hee Lee, University of Michigan, USA.  
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Silke Leimkueller, University of Potsdam, Germany.   

Nancy Leslie, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center, USA.  

François Leulier, Institut de Génomique Fonctionnelle de Lyon, France.  

Chuan-yuan Li, Duke University Medical Center, USA.  

Hongliang Li, Wuhan University, China.  

Faith Liebl, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, USA.  

Graham Lieschke, Australian Regenerative Medicine Institute, Australia.  

Christopher Little, University of Sydney, Australia.  

Youhua Liu, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, USA.  

Karen Liu, King's College London, UK.  

Feng Liu, State Key Laboratory of Biomembrane and Membrane Biotechnology, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, China.  

Mauro Longoni, Harvard Medical School, USA.  

A. Thomas Look, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, USA.  

Juan Carlos Lopez-Baez, University of Edinburgh, UK. 

Nuria Lopez-Bigas, University Pompeu Fabra, Spain.   

Jose Lopez-Novoa, University of Salamanca, Spain.  

Fabrizio Loreni, University of Rome, Italy.   

Sally Lowell, University of Edinburgh, UK.  

Bingwei Lu, Stanford University, USA. 

Michele Lufino, University of Oxford, UK.  

Kay Lund, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, USA.  

Svetlana Lutsenko, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, USA. 

David Lynch, University of Pennsylvania, USA.  

Anna Lysakowski, University of Illinois, USA.  

Xin-Lian, Ma, Thomas Jefferson University, USA.  
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