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EDITORIAL

A thank you to DMM'’s peer reviewers

Rachel Hackett (Managing Editor)*

The staff and editors of Disease Models & Mechanisms (DMM) wish
to thank all our peer reviewers for their work in this vital role. We
highlight some important changes that have been introduced to
improve the peer-review process, for both authors and reviewers.

Cross-referee commenting

Peer review is the vital cornerstone of scholarly publication. Disease
Models & Mechanisms (DMM) continuously aims to improve the
day-to-day experience of our hundreds of peer reviewers annually,
and occasionally this involves strategic decisions from the editor
team. As a result of our discussions, DMM adopted a more
collaborative form of peer review in July 2018. DMM peer
reviewers now have a 48-h window during which they are invited to
comment on the other referee reports before the editor makes a
decision. The aim of this ‘cross-referee commenting” step is to help
resolve differences between referees, identify unnecessary or
unreasonable requests, or — conversely — highlight valid concerns
raised by one referee but overlooked by others. Six months later and
at least 20% of papers have at least one reviewer having provided
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cross-referee comments. We hope to see uptake increase as
reviewers become more familiar with the process.

Early-career scientists as co-reviewers

DMM encourages the involvement of postdocs and other early-
career scientists in the peer-review process. We ask that the name of
the co-reviewer is reported to the Handling Editor, and a field is now
provided in the peer-review report form for this purpose. Mentoring
early-career scientists in the art of peer review is crucial to the future
of scientific publishing; judging by the number of names recorded
in the DMM co-reviewer field, it is an opportunity that many of our
directly invited reviewers take. The names of all our 2018 reviewers,
including, for the first time, their co-reviewers, are listed in the
supplementary material. We publicly thank them all for devoting
their time and expertise to review for DMM; we absolutely couldn’t
do it without you.

Supplementary information
Supplementary information available online at
http:/dmm.biologists.org/lookup/doi/10.1242/dmm.039313.supplemental
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Reviewers for Disease Models & Mechanisms 2018

Sarah Abdul-Wajid, University California San Francisco, USA

Usha Acharya, University of Massachusetts Medical School, USA
James Adjaye, Heinrich Heine University Disseldorf, Germany
Imran Ahmad, The Beatson Institute for Cancer Research, UK
Timothy Aitman, University of Edinburgh, UK

Stephen Alexander, University of Missouri-Columbia, USA

Fowzan Alkuraya, King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research Center, Saudi Arabia
Rachel Allison, Mississipi State University, USA

Yolanda Almaden Pena, IMIBIC, Reina Sofia University Hospital, Spain
James Amatruda, UT Southwestern Medical Center, USA

James Amos-Landgraf, University of Missouri, USA

Maria Amparo Lago Huville, UNSM - National University of General San Martin, Argentina
Matt Anderson, University of Wyoming, USA

Helder André, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

Victor Anggono, University of Queensland, Australia

Lynda Aoudjehane, Human HepCell - UPMC, France

Samuel Aparicio, University of British Columbia, Canada

Suneel Apte, Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research Institute, USA
Atsushi Asakura, Stem Cell Institute, University of Minnesota, USA
Hirotaka Ata, Mayo Clinic, USA

Magda Atilano, University College London, UK

Paul August, Icagen, USA

Aboobaker Aziz, University of Oxford, UK

Nadine Aziz, Boston University School of Medicine, USA

Ken Baker, Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research Institute, USA
Jeroen Bakkers, Hubrecht Institute, Netherlands

Elisa Bal de Kier Joffe, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tamas Balla, NIH, Bethesda, USA

Kathryn Bambino, Icahn School of Medicine Mount Sinai, USA
Simon Bamforth, Newcastle University, UK

Thomas Baranski, Washington University, USA

Barbara Bardoni, CNRS, France

Isabelle Baro, L'Institut du Thorax, University of Nantes, France
Marisa Bartolomei, The Pearleman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, USA
Madhumita Basu, Virginia Commonwealth University, USA
Jean-Francois Beaulieu, Université de Sherbrooke, Canada
Thomas Becker, University of Edinburgh, UK

Aaron Beedle, SUNY Binghamton University, USA

Christian Beetz, Jena University Hospital, Germany

David Beier, University of Washington, USA

Hugo Bellen, Baylor College of Medicine, USA

Melina Bellin, Leiden University Medical Center, The Netherlands
Paola Bellosta, University of Trento, Italy

Fahad Benthani, Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, USA
Jason Berman, Dalhousie University, Canada

Monique Bernsen, Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Roberta Besio, University of Pavia, Italy

Ilya Bezprozvanny, UT Southwestern Medical Center, USA

Shipra Bhatia, The University of Edinburgh, UK

Marta Biagioli, University of Trento, ltaly

Colin Bingle, The University of Sheffield Medical School, UK
Thomas Bird, Universtiy of Edinburgh, UK

Serge Birman, CNRS, ESPCI ParisTech, France

Kivanc Birsoy, Rockefeller University, USA

Ashis Kumer Biswas, University of Colorado Denver, USA

Karen Blyth, The Beatson Institute for Cancer Research, UK

Rolf Bodmer, Sanford Burnham Prebys Medical Discovery Institute, USA
Graeme Bolger, University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA
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Andrea Bonetto, Indiana University, USA
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Luke Boulter, University of Edinburgh, UK

Teresa Bowman, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, USA

Michael Boylan, Marymount University, USA

Steven Bradfute, University of New Mexico, USA
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Thomas Braulke, University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Germany
David Brenner, University of California San Diego, USA

Molly Brewer, UConn Health, USA

Garrett Brinkley, University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA

Steven Brody, Washington University School of Medicine, USA

Elizabeth Brooks, Duke University Medical Center, USA

Marco Brotto, University of Texas, Arlington, USA

Anthony Brown, Weill Cornell Medical College, USA

Liam Brunham, University of British Columbia, Canada

Valerie Brunton, University of Edinburgh, UK

Andrew Bryant, University of Florida Health, USA

Robert Bryson-Richardson, Monash University, Australia
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Ross Cagan, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, USA

Dana Cairns, Tufts University, USA

Nigel Calcutt, University of California San Diego, USA

Peter Campbell, Wellcome Sanger Institute, UK

Marina Campione, CNR Institute of Neurosciences, ltaly

Loredana Capobianco, University of Salento, Italy
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Christopher Cardozo, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, USA

Rita Carini, University of Piemonte Orientale, Italy

Carlos Carmona-Fontaine, New York University, USA

Thomas Carroll, UT Southwestern Medical Center, USA

Tamara Caspary, Emory University, USA

Pierre Cattenoz, Institut de Génétique et de Biologie Moléculaire et Cellulaire, France
Anil Kumar Challa, University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA

Danny Chan, The University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Ho Yin Edwin Chan, Chinese University of Hong Kong, China

Hugh Chan, Cleveland Clinic Lerner Research Institute, USA

Uma Chandrachud, Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA

Krish Chandrasekaran, University of Maryland, Baltimore, USA

Catalina Chang, Northwestern University, USA

Pamela Chang, Cornell University, USA

Jau-Nian Chen, University of California, Los Angeles, USA

Wenbiao Chen, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, USA

Xiao Chen, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA

Nikki Cheng, University of Kansas Medical Center, USA

Yu-Shan Cheng, NIH, Bethesda, USA

Sarah Childs, University of Calgary, Canada

Nitin Chitranshi, Macquarie University, Australia

Se-Young Choung, Kyung Hee University, Democratic People's Republic of Korea
Jyoti Chuckowree, University of Tasmania, Australia

Yuen-Li Chung, The Institute of Cancer Research, UK

Steven Clapcote, University of Leeds, UK

Michael Clarke, Stanford Medicine, USA
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Susanne Clee, University of British Columbia, Canada
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Mark Cronan, Duke University School of Medicine, USA
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Stone Elworthy, University of Sheffield, UK
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